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1.

(@)

(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)

NIYFA COMPETITION RULES
REGISTRATION OF LEAGUES & CLUBS

All Clubs/Teams must submit their competition entries on the online Klubfunder NIYFA affiliation system
https://hub.klubfunder.com/niyfa/invoicemanager or on a completed affiliation form by 31st August
annually, accompanied by subscription fees as detailed on the form. Any changes to the original details
supplied must be notified to NIYFA in writing or by email within two working days of such change.

COMPETITIONS
The competitions shall be called The Northern Ireland Youth FA Cup.

=  Male competitions will be offered at U12 & U13 - (9 aside format)
U13 to U17 - (11 aside format)

=  Female competitions will be offered at U12, U13 & U14 — (9 a side format)
U15 — (11 a side format)

The competitions for the Cups/Plates shall be played annually and shall be conducted within the Laws of
the Game as settled by IFAB, and as directed by NIYFA including the 9 a side competition.

NIYFA committee will determine the format of competitions on an annual basis.

Affiliated leagues will hold the right to the allocation of venues up to the Semi Final stage where the right
then transfers to NIYFA for Semi Final and Final ties. Teams should not arrange their own venue unless
discussed with their League.

The team listed first will be designated the home team (but will be subject to a venue appointed as per
clause (d) above).

AGE QUALIFICATIONS OF PLAYERS

Players who have approval for a one-year concession within their League will be eligible to play one
year down with NIYFA competitions in the current season.

For Season 26/27 the applicable age groups are;
Under 12 (2015) Under 13 (2014) Under 14 (2013)
Under 15 (2012) Under 16 (2011) Under 17 (2010)

REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS

Players registered within a league for a participating team and whose photographic ID has been uploaded
to COMET will be deemed eligible to play. Teams with less than 20 can add up to a total of 20 players to
their list in any season subject to the additional players not having played for any other club in the
competition. New additions cannot take the number used overall in the competition to over 20. It is the
club’s responsibility to monitor the number of players used.

Players may only play for one team in their own age group for a club but may play for other teams within
the same club in an older age group, only within the approved age bands — Players who require
International Clearance MUST have that process completed before they are eligible to participate in any
football in Northern Ireland.

NIYFA may permit a registered Goalkeeper to be replaced in an NIYFA Cup or Plate competition where
the number of players used would exceed the 20-player limit on production of certified medical evidence
that the original registered goalkeeper is incapable of further participation. This replacement is subject to
the goalkeeper not having played for any other Club in the competition and must not occupy any other
playing position in any remaining games other than that of Goalkeeper.

Anyone who, in football related activities, forges a document, falsifies an authentic
document or uses a forged or falsified document to deceive in legal relations will be sanctioned within the

disciplinary rules as are in place at the time of the offence.
NIYFA Cup Rules — Season 2026-2027 | 2


https://hub.klubfunder.com/niyfa/invoicemanager

(5.1)

(5.2)

(5.3)

(5.4)

(5.5)

6.

MATCH SCHEDULING

Notification of cup-ties shall be sent to the leagues and to the listed secretaries of participating clubs.
The draws will also be posted on COMET and the association’s website www.niyfa.co.uk as soon as
practically possible after the draw.

All cup-ties must be played on or before the date specified on the match notification. Fixtures can only
be postponed from their scheduled date if the league of the “Home” team or NIYFA are unable to
provide a venue to host the fixture, teams that use a “Home” venue will be allocated a venue by their
league in the event of their “Home” venue being unavailable or unplayable or in exceptional
circumstances if a date has been pre-booked with their league for a bye by the team/s involved in any
individual fixture. Teams who fail to meet this criterion will forfeit the cup tie in the event of not fielding
on a scheduled date. Any pitch booked by a league that is unused for a match in NIYFA competitions
will be charged in full to the defaulting team.

NIYFA will not agree to any team organising two games on the same day to facilitate the playing of a
league fixture and NIYFA Cup tie.

Any club refusing to play the club against which it has been drawn shall be reported to NIYFA, which
shall take any action deemed appropriate.

All matches will be listed on COMET, it is the Club/Team responsibility to check COMET for the venue
and kick off time up to and including match day. Venue addresses are available on that system, if any
travelling club is unsure of the exact location of the venue, they should contact the home club as soon
as possible to get directions.

For any late cancellation of matches, if having travelled, the away club may submit a claim for travel
expenses against a home club. Only travel expenses incurred and receipted will be considered. Where
negligence is proven against the home club the relevant committee may apportion all or part of the
travel costs against the home club.

POSTPONEMENTS

Any tie that is postponed should take place (14 days for 11 a side) (7 days for 9 a side) after the original
date unless the competition is being held up, in which case NIYFA will ask the relevant leagues to permit
arrangement of the tie to take place earlier. Where a postponement occurs, the team drawn at home
initially will have the opportunity to arrange the game on one further occasion thereafter the away team
will, in conjunction with their league, facilitate the tie. Each switch of responsibility will permit teams two
opportunities to host the game.

(7.1)

(7.2)

(7.3)

(7.4)

(7.5)

REFEREES

The League in which the home team plays are responsible for appointing a referee to the tie other
than for the semi-finals and finals when NIYFA will appoint all officials.

In the event of a referee not turning up the clubs may mutually agree on a referee but failing same the
referee will be decided by toss of a coin. A referee should officiate for all the game unless injured and
requiring to be replaced during the game.

The referee’s fee shall be paid by the home team up to and including the Quarter Finals, the fees for
semi-final and final ties will be paid by NIYFA.

Protests about the ground, goalposts, crossbar, or other appurtenances of the game must be made
in writing to the referee and to the secretary or official in charge of the opposing team prior to kick off
whereupon the referee will decide if the game will proceed on the day.

When a referee has travelled, and the match does not proceed for any reason he shall be paid half of
the referee’s fee which will be met by the home team.
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(8.1)

(8.2)

(8.3)

(8.4)

(8.5)

(8.6)

MATCH DAYS
11-a-side matches played in NIYFA Cup competitions will be of the following duration:
U13 30 minutes each way.

U114 U15 U116 U17 35 minutes each way.

If the tie is a draw at full time, the result of the tie shall be decided by the taking of penalty kicks in
accordance with the rules of the game as set down by IFAB. This includes semi-final and final
matches.

9-a-side matches played in NIYFA Cup/Plate competitions will be of the following duration:
U12 & U13 25 minutes each way.

In 9-a-side matches if the tie is a draw at full time, the result of the tie shall be decided by the taking
of penalty kicks in accordance with the rules of the game as set down by IFAB. This includes semi-
final and final matches.

NIYFA Cup/Plate-ties, up to the semi-final stage, will take place on the scheduled weekend. Kick-Off
time should reflect and allow for the travel time for the away team. Arrangements about alternative
kick off times or dates must be notified to NIYFA. Any dispute about kick-off times or dates will be
resolved by NIYFA. NIYFA will determine the kick off times, dates and venues for semi-finals and
finals.

Where local teams are drawn against each other, the league facilitating the fixture may set the day
and kick off time subject to pitch availability.

Match Day team sheets generated by COMET MUST include the club officials name and player’s
photographs. Teams who fail to have all their clubs’ players photographs visible on matchday will be
fined £20 for each offence (missing photograph) and if subsequent checks prove any player to be
ineligible the offending team will forfeit the result of the relevant match with all resultant expenses
charged. The NIYFA reserves the right to make the necessary checks and where a team or teams
are in default of their obligations the League will apply this sanction even if the match has been played.

Club managers must submit their team line-up on COMET this can be done either the day prior to or
up to 15 minutes before on match day. Failure to confirm the team line-up prior to kick off will incur a
loss of the game and all associated fees (in the event of any technical issues with COMET, this must
be notified to the referee and opposition manager prior to kick off). This is the starting eleven players
along with a maximum of five substitutes for an 11 a-side match and nine plus 5 substitutes for 9 a-
side games. The Head Coach must have their selection made so the referee can identify players
accordingly with regards to cautions and dismissals that may occur during a game. Player shirt
numbers MUST match the COMET team selection. Any player not named on COMET or shirt number
doesn’t match will be deemed ineligible.

Any Team fielding an ineligible player will forfeit the match, all associated fees and a monetary fine
for each offence. Team officials will also be subject to relevant disciplinary procedures.

Clubs infringing registration rules will be reported to the Irish Football Association.

When clubs have the same or similar colours the visiting team will have the choice of colours. In the
semi-final and final the decision will be made by the toss of a coin. Clubs must not use kit branded
with any form of Alcohol, Tobacco, or gambling promotion logo. Teams should record their colours on
COMET.

A Team official of the WINNING TEAM must report the result immediately via the SMS Text results
system prompted by the NIYFA website.

In 11-a-side games 16 players can be named on the COMET Team Sheet and up to
5 substitutes can be used. In 9-a-side games (15) players can be named and up to (6) substitutes
can be used. Rolling substitutions will be permitted in the following manner:
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Any player, who has been substituted, himself becomes a substitute and may replace another player
at any time subject to the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of
Association Football.

Law 3—The Number of Players

Other than small-sided games where each team consists of 9 players one of whom is a goalkeeper, A
match is played by two teams, each consisting of not more than eleven players, one of whom is the
goalkeeper. A match may not start if either team consists of fewer than seven players. The rules of the
competition must state how many substitutes may be nominated; for all 11 a side matches organised
under the jurisdiction of the NIYFA (Five) 5 substitutes may be used. For all small sided 9 a side matches
6 substitutes may be used.

All Matches—In all matches, the names of the substitutes must be given to the referee prior to the start
of the match. Substitutes not named on the match card may not take part in the match.

Substitution Procedure—To replace a player by substitution, the following conditions must be observed:

- The referee is informed before any proposed substitution is made - A
substitute only enters the field of play after the player being replaced has
left and after receiving a signal from the referee

- A substitute only enters the field of play at the halfway line and during a
stoppage in the match

- A substitution is completed when a substitute enters the field of play. From
that moment, the substitute becomes a player and the player he has
replaced is now a substitute.

- All substitutes are subject to the authority and jurisdiction of the referee,
whether called upon to play or not.

Changing the Goalkeeper— any of the other players may change places with the goalkeeper,
provided that:

- The referee is informed before the change is made

- The change is made during a stoppage in the match.

Infringements/Sanctions—If a substitute enters the field of play without the referee’s
permission:
- Play is stopped
- The substitute is cautioned, shown the yellow card, and required to leave
the field of play
- Play is restarted with an indirect free kick at the place the ball was located
when play was stopped.

If a player changes places with the goalkeeper without the referee’s permission before the
change is made:
- Play continues
- The players concerned are cautioned and shown the yellow card when the
ball is next out of play.

For any other infringements of this Law:
- The players concerned are cautioned and shown the yellow card.

Restart of Play:
- If play is stopped by the referee to administer a caution:
- the match is restarted by an indirect free kick, to be taken by a player of
the opposing team from the place where the ball was located when play
was stopped.

Players and Substitutes Sent Off—A player who has been sent off before the kick-off may be
replaced only by one of the named substitutes. A named substitute, who has been sent off,
either before the kick-off or after play has started, may not be replaced.

(8.7)  Substitutes must be listed on the COMET Team Sheet before the match commences. When making
substitutions, players are not permitted to use the shirt of a substituted player when entering the field
of play. Such players will be deemed ineligible.
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(8.8) Ties at 12 & 13 size 4 footballs will be used. U14 — U17 level a size 5 Football will be used. The

HOME Team shall provide (2) match standard footballs. The Away team shall carry (2) match
standard footballs to each game as back up.

(8.9) Teams are responsible for the behaviour of their players and officials and for the

behaviour of spectators who are deemed to be attached to that club. Any reported
misbehaviour on the part of any of the above will be dealt with by NIYFA by whatever
penalties it thinks fit up to and including expulsion from the competition.

(8.10) Matches involving male and female players may be played provided all the participating players

comply with the Registration Procedures of the NIYFA. Officials and players of opposite gender are
not permitted to be in the dressing room or immediate surrounds when players or officials of the
opposite gender are in the process of changing.

a) Club members, who receive injuries during any club activity, should only be treated by a qualified First
Aider or a medically qualified person. It is the responsibility of any club with members of the opposite
gender to aim to have the following in place:

1. Afirst aider of each gender

2. A medically qualified person who is registered with the UK Central Council of the GMC or similar
authorised medical body. This person to identify himself or herself to the match official before the match
commences.

3. Any such person must, prior to commencement of the match identify to the match referee any personal
relationship with any player/s and exceptionally would then be allowed to treat any such injured player.

4. If points 1, 2 and 3 are not met and if the first aider is of the opposite gender to the club member being
treated, they must be accompanied when the first aid is administered, by a club official of the same gender
as the club member being treated.

The above conditions are recommended to be in place for the duration of all club activities.

(8.11) Clubs who wish to video games should request and receive permission to do so from their opposition

10.

at least 24 hours before the game concerned. This is to comply with good safeguarding practice.
Any such video content must be released to the Disciplinary Committee should they request same
and shared with the opposition if requested. Any equipment used in relation to photography or
recording of games must adhere to the following;

a. Consent of the other party.

b. Consent from the Association within 24 hours of the scheduled fixture.
c. Consent from all other stakeholders in the local vicinity.

d. Any evidence of competency of using drones or equivalent devices.

e. Clubs are responsible to ensure supporters/parents adhere to this rule.

MONITORS
NIYFA reserve the right to appoint monitors to any game who will have the power to check player and
official IDs and to report on any misconduct or matters affecting NIYFA games.

UNFINISHED GAMES

(a) Results for matches that are abandoned because of inclement weather having played a minimum of
80% of the scheduled time of the match will stand.

(b) The status of matches that are abandoned because of inclement weather having played less than
80% of the scheduled time will be decided by NIYFA.

(c) Where a match is abandoned due to a serious injury to a participant, the referee shall report the nature
of the circumstances to the NIYFA who shall decide the most appropriate course of action.

(d) The status of all other matches that are abandoned or unfinished shall be determined by NIYFA.
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11.

12.

13.

(@)

(b)

14.

15.

MATCH POSTPONEMENTS

(a) Where venues have been appointed by a League in conjunction with a local authority it will be the
final decision of the local authority as to the fitness of the ground for play.

(b) In cases where the Home Team has a registered venue not owned or controlled by local authority it
will be the decision of the Home Team grounds person or other club appointee responsible for
grounds maintenance in the first instance to decide on the fitness of the ground for play or failing
such then the decision of the referee will be final.

(c) The home Club must immediately inform their league, referee, visiting club and NIYFA if a
postponement is necessary, in default of which the Home Club may at the discretion of NIYFA be
required to pay half of the referee’s match fee and the travelling expenses, in whole or part of the
Visiting Club.

(d) The reason for the non-fulfilment of any fixture shall be investigated by NIYFA

MATCH PRIORITY

Competitions of the NIYFA shall have precedence over member League competitions.

REPRESENTATIVE GAMES

NIYFA shall have the power to select player/s from any Team, to represent the association. Such
representation shall be on a voluntary basis and no penalty for non-participation shall ensue.

A team may apply for a postponement of a fixture should two or more players including a goalkeeper be
selected to play for any NIYFA or IFA Representative team.

TROPHIES

Trophies for NIYFA Competitions shall be presented to the respective winners. The maximum number of
medals that will be issued to any teams in any competition will be limited to 20 unless the actual number
of players registered is less than twenty (20).

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

(a) Any Club intending to forfeit a game must give notice to the Secretary of the opposing Club and
NIYFA prior to the date of the tie. NIYFA will impose whatever penalties it thinks fit up to and
including disqualification from the competition for the following year.

(b) NIYFA shall fix the venue for the semi-final and final ties and have direct control of games, receipts
and donations from funds raised in connection therewith.

(c) No player shall play for more than one Club in a Cup or Plate Competition during any one season
and this rule shall also apply irrespective of any transfer made in season.

(d) All cup-ties will be played to a finish at the first time of asking.

(e) Players who wear glasses will only be permitted on the field of play if approved prescription safety
glasses are in place for the duration of the match.

(f) Clubs in default of their financial obligations to a league or NIYFA for more than 30 days after an
invoice for same from a league or NIYFA may be suspended/eliminated from the competition after
assessment of the debt with the relevant league or NIYFA.

(g) For 9-a-side Competitions, the size of goals will be 16 x 7 however NIYFA are aware that these may
not be available at every venue that may be used. If that size is not available, then 12 x 6 is an
accepted alternative.
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19.

20.

21.

22,

For 11-a-side Competitions, the size of goals will be 24 x 8 however NIYFA are aware that these
may not be available at every venue that may be used. If that size is not available, then 21 x 7 is an
accepted alternative.

COMPLAINTS

A club submitting a complaint must do so in writing by the Club Secretary only, dispatched by email to the
NIYFA Secretary in which they compete in by 1pm on the fourth day from the alleged incident coming to
their attention. The NIYFA will then send a copy of the complaint to the club who is the subject of the
complaint.

A deposit of £100 must be lodged with the NIYFA along with proof of payment per each complaint
pursuant to Rule 20a, which shall be returnable only where it is determined that there is a case to answer.
The investigation of a complaint shall not commence until the NIYFA has received the deposit.

In lodging a complaint, the club must state fully in writing outlining their complaint and include copies of
all evidence, documents and written submissions which the club intends to rely on to substantiate their
complaint within the specified timeframe pursuant to Rule 20a.

Clubs wishing to Appeal any sanction issued by the NIYFA on a breach of Competition Rules must adhere
to the procedures in the NIYFA Disciplinary Code and Articles of Association (Article 30).

GENERAL DISCIPLINE

Where any person or body brings the game of Association Football into disrepute, that person or body
shall be liable to expulsion, suspension, fine and/or such other penalty or sanction as the NIYFA may think
fit.

The NIYFA shall be the sole judge (and shall be unfettered in its judgment) as to what brings the game of
Association Football into disrepute and what constitutes loyalty, integrity and sportsmanship.

BREACH OF NIYFA RULES

Any breach of NIYFA rules may render the player, official or Club liable to censure, fine or suspension or
a combination of such penalties as NIYFA deem fit to impose.

INTERPRETATION

The NIYFA Cup Committee shall be the final authority of the interpretation of the Rules, decisions upon
questions of interpretation and on matters affecting the league not provided for by the Rules shall be
final and binding on all members.
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